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facilities, as well as the safety of communities 
where the prisons are to be located. This pro-
vision has become necessary as a result of 
§ 11201, the 1997 District of Columbia Revital-
ization Act (P.L. 105–33), which requires that 
the BOP house in privately contracted facilities 
at least 2000 D.C. sentenced felons by De-
cember 31, 1999 and at least 50% of D.C. fel-
ons by September 30, 2003. Under the Revi-
talization Act, the Lorton Correctional Complex 
is to be closed by December 31, 2001, and 
the BOP is to assume full responsibility for the 
maintenance of the District’s inmate popu-
lation. My bill would give the Director of the 
BOP the necessary discretion to decide 
whether to house D.C. inmates in private pris-
on facilities, and if so, when and how many. 

The Revitalization Act privatization mandate 
marks the first time that the BOP has been re-
quired to contract for the housing of significant 
numbers of inmates in private facilities. The 
extremely short time frames were placed in 
the statute without any reference to BOP ca-
pabilities or the capabilities of private prison 
vendors. I am introducing this bill because re-
cent events have driven home the necessity 
for better informed and expert judgment and 
calculation before decisions to contract out in-
mate housing are made. 

On December 3, 1998, the Corrections 
Trustee for the District of Columbia released a 
report on the investigation of problems arising 
from the placement of D.C. inmates in the 
Northeast Ohio Correctional Center (NEOCC). 
This highly critical report documented numer-
ous violent confrontations between guards and 
inmates, an escape by six inmates, and the 
killing of two other inmates. The Trustee’s re-
port strongly and unequivocally critized vir-
tually all aspects of the operations of the 
NEOCC. 

It should be noted that the company that 
runs the NEOCC, Corrections Corporation of 
America (CCA), is the most experienced in the 
country. However, the industry is a new one 
with relatively few vendors and few bidders for 
substantial work. The NEOCC experience is 
fair warning of what could happen if BOP pro-
ceeds on the basis of an automatic mandate 
in spite of the evidence that has accumulated 
in Ohio and around the country. The mounting 
problems have been so troubling that the BOP 
was forced to revise the original request for 
proposals (RFP), fearful that similar problems 
would occur. The bid now requires two sepa-
rate facilities. The new process uses two RFP, 
thereby separating low security male inmates 
from minimum security males, females and 
young offenders. Furthermore, the RFP for low 
security inmates now requires the BOP to con-
sider prior performance of the vendors before 
awarding the contract. However, the new 
RFPs put the BOP, perhaps hopelessly, be-
hind schedule for the privatization mandated 
by the Revitalization Act. 

The experience of the private sector argues 
for a much more careful approach than Con-
gress realized at the time the 1997 Revitaliza-
tion Act was passed. For example, the 50% 
quota for privatization far exceeds any com-
parable number of similar inmates currently 
housed in a private facility from a single juris-
diction. 

My provision does not bar privatization, but 
it could prevent further privatization disasters. 

BOP may still decide to house the same, or a 
different number in private facilities. The pur-
pose of this provision is to keep the BOP from 
believing that it must go over the side of a 
cliff, avoiding more sensible alternatives, be-
cause Congress said so. 
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, Sunday, November 21, 1998, 
Dallas bid farewell to one of its most notable 
religious leaders. The Reverend W.E. Spears, 
Jr., will preach his final sermon as the pastor 
of Progressive Baptist Church in Dallas. 

Mr. Speaker, his departure is important to 
note because he founded Progressive Baptist 
Church with his vision, energy, and hard work 
52 years ago. Throughout that time, he has 
provided spiritual guidance, community serv-
ice, and compassion to several generations of 
parishioners. 

Mr. Speaker, the growth of his church in 
both numbers of members and services is a 
direct testimony to his faith and work ethic. 
When it first began, the church had about 10 
members. Today, Progressive Baptist Church 
boasts a membership of 500. 

Under his leadership, Progressive Baptist 
Church promotes the teachings of Christianity 
to many families in the Dallas area. In addi-
tion, for several decades, Progressive Baptist 
Church served area school children who could 
not attend the George W. Carver School be-
cause of School district boundaries. 

He joined his late wife in opening Spears 
Mortuary and an ambulance service that pro-
vided services despite the family’s ability to 
pay. This brought much-needed services and 
relief to families amid times of tremendous 
personal loss. 

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Spears is a great 
example of leading a church in serving its 
community beyond the pulpit and directly into 
the community. However, while I join many of 
my constituents in thanking him for his leader-
ship and service at Progressive Baptist 
Church, I am happy to say that he will not be 
removing himself from the community. He 
does not plan to leave behind his work. Fortu-
nately for our children, he is committed to 
helping them be productive citizens. As he 
mentioned, ‘‘I’m still making a point of helping 
young people make citizens out of them-
selves, and I have pledged myself to working 
in the community at least 5 days a week.’’

Mr. Speaker, I am both grateful to Reverend 
Spears’ 52 years of service at Progressive 
Baptist and his commitment to continue to 
serve our community. On behalf of my con-
stituents from the 30th Congressional District, 
I wish him success in his future endeavors. 
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the appointment of my good friend, 
Mrs. Sally Jameson as executive director of 
the Charles County Chamber of Commerce. 

For the past 6 years, Sally has been affili-
ated with the Charles County Chamber of 
Commerce; 5 of those years she served the 
Legislative Committee. 

Prior to her appointment, Sally was the di-
rector of the Waldorf Jaycee Community Cen-
ter since it opened in 1992. Today, it has 
evolved as a focal point for Charles County 
and is currently undergoing expansion. 

Mr. Speaker, she is working with the 
Charles County public schools on a student 
exchange with students in Walldorf, Germany, 
and with the Charles County commissioners 
on a twin-city establishment between Waldorf, 
MD and Walldorf, Germany. 

Sally is a life-long resident of Charles Coun-
ty and resides in Bryantown with her husband, 
Gene and two children, Donnie and Michelle. 

Mr. Speaker, I am convinced that Sally will 
be a tremendous asset to the Chamber of 
Commerce and southern Maryland. I am 
proud to be her Representative in Congress 
and I ask you and the remainder of my col-
leagues to join with me in acknowledging the 
appointment of this fine American. 
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to bring to the attention of my colleagues the 
fortieth anniversary of an infamous day in 
Pennsylvania’s Eleventh Congressional Dis-
trict, the Knox Mine Disaster. This Sunday, a 
state historical marker will be unveiled to com-
memorate the tragedy. I am pleased to have 
been asked to participate in this event. 

January of 1959 brought unseasonably high 
temperatures and drenching rains to the Wyo-
ming Valley. The Susquehanna River began to 
surge wildly and reached near flood stage by 
the evening of January 21. Most area resi-
dents were worried about their homes and 
businesses and gave little thought to the po-
tential disaster underground. Miners at the 
Knox Coal Company’s River Slope mine in 
Luzerne County had expressed fears for 
weeks about the conditions at the mine, but 
their complaints fell on deaf ears. On the 
morning of January 22, seventy-five miners 
headed for work in the May Shaft and six min-
ers headed to the River Slope. The six labor-
ers soon summoned a veteran miner to hear 
the shrill cracking sounds of the ceiling props. 
As he stepped into the mine to investigate, the 
roof of the mine gave way and water poured 
into the mine. The miners scrambled out of 
the mine to safety and quickly reported the 
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